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The Ministry of Education of Singapore has introduced a string of reforms aimed 
at boosting Chinese language teaching, as a result of which the new primary Chinese 
textbooks came into being. Vocabulary has always been one of the chief 
considerations for textbook design and compilation. Function words, their meaning 
being somewhat elusive, are harder for learners to grasp. Moreover, grammatical 
relations in Chinese are largely denoted by function words, the importance of which 
can’t be stressed more. It is meaningful to research into selection and arrangement of 
function words in primary Chinese textbooks in Singapore, whether in theoretical or 
practical sense. 
Using for reference such related theories as second language vocabulary 
acquisition, presentation and evaluation of textbook vocabulary and corpus linguistics, 
this paper deals with selection and arrangement of function words in two sets of 
Chinese textbooks for primary schools in Singapore, i.e. Primary Chinese and 
Primary Higher Chinese, from the following aspects: 
1. Function words included in two books are analyzed with a view to comparing 
word scales and degrees of difficulty. 
2. With three syllabuses as a yardstick respectively, arrangement of function 
words in two sets of textbooks is evaluated from lexical and grammatical 
perspectives. 
3. Recurrence of function words in two sets of textbooks is assessed in light of 
frequency of recurrence, distribution of function words of non-recurrence, and first 
recurrence intervals. 
Summed up in the conclusion part are merits and demerits, the former being that 
function words are well arranged in two sets of textbooks, and the latter being that 
selection and recurrence of function words are yet to be improved. To be specific, 















clear-cut. Frequency of recurrence is mostly below standard and first recurrence 
intervals are too long, making new words prone to oblivion. Some suggestions are 
given on how to address these problems. 
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